This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS I 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



07-07-04 11 :22ara FrcnHNNSTON & STRAWN 1 (212) 294-6817 +12122944700 T-303 P. 03/09 F-604 



This listing of claims will replace all pnor versions, and listings, of ctoinu b. the application: 

1 (Currents Amended) A clamping tool for damping a workpiece by means of a 
bar system constructed of. number of mutually p,vo»» bars and comprising an action bar 
for making the bar, pivot muiually between an mitia. position and a locking posmun. a 
clamping bar having ax least ****** twocte shoes tor pressing against the workp.ece m 
the locking position, and a base for mourning the bar system on the support, wherem the bar 
system furthermore comprises at leasi two toggle joints each toggle joint compr.smg two 
joints pivotally connected to one another, said two toggle joints arranged to substant.ally 
simultaneously assume a dead point position when the bar system is taken from the mmal 
portion to u* locking posuion, and further wherein said two toggle joints form an angle wtth 
each other m the dead point positions. 

9 (Original) The clamping tool according to claim 1, wherein the mo joints of each 
toggle joint together form an angle that points its point in the opposite direction of the at least 
one clamp shoe in the initial position of the bar system 

3 (Currently Amended) The clampmg tool according to claim 1 , wherem the two 
joints and respectively of each toggle joint together form an angle that point its point in a 
direction towards the at least <** two clamp shoes in the locking position of the bar system. 

4 (Previously Presented) The clamping tool according to claim 3, wherein the angle 
that the two joint, of each toggle joint form together in the locking position of the bar system 

is between aboui 175° and about 1 80°. 

5, (Currently Amended) The clamping tool according to claim 1, wherein the bar 
system comprises; 

a first swivel connection for pivotally journaling a first end of the activation bar m 
the base while a second end of the activation bar is free and serves as handle for the clamping 
tool; 

a rocking bar which at a first end is pivotally journaled in the base via a second 
swivel connection which is nearer the at least e«e two clamp shoes than the first swivel 
connection and at a second end is pivotally journaled in the clamping bar via a thud swivel 

connection; 
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a first toggle joint hav.ng a first joint which at a first end is pivotally jomaled in 
the Camping bar via a fourth swivel connection which is farther from the at least «» two 
clamp shoes than the third swivel connecnon, and at a second end is pivotally journal ,n the 
activation bar via a filth swivel connection, and a second joint consisting of the part of the 
activation bar that is extending from the fifth to the first swivel connecnon; and 

a second toggle joint having a first joint which at a first end is pivotal.y journaled 
in one of the group consisting ot the rocking bar and the clamping bar via a sixth swtvel 
connection, and at a second end is pivotally journaled in the activat.cn bar via a seventh 
swivel connection which in the locking position of the clamping tool is nearer the at least e«e 
rwo clamp shoes than the first and the fifth swivel connection, and a second jomt cons.stmg 
of the part of the activation bar that is extending between the seventh and the first sw.vel 
connection. 

6. (Original) The clamping tool according to claim 5. wherein the third and the s.xth 

swivel connection coincide. 

7 (Original) The clamping tool according to claim 5, wherein the sixth swxvel 
connection is placed on the rocKing bar between the second and the third swivel connects. 

8 (Original) The clamping tool according to Uaim 1 . wherein the first and the 
second toggle joint pass the dead point positions simultaneously when the bar system is taken 
from its initial position to its locking position. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10 (Ong.nal) The clamping tool according to claim 1, wherein the first joint of the 
first and second toggle joint respectively is shaped as a U having a bottom and two sides. 

11. (Currently Amended) A clamping tool comprising: 
a base member; 

« bar system mounted to the base member and comprising a plurality of mutually 

pivotal bars including: 

an aciivation bar pivotally mounted to the base member and being 

provided with a handle member; 

-3- 
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, rocking bar also pivotally mounted to the base member and operative* 
connected to the activation bar via a first toggle joint, 

a clamping bar operativeiy connect to the activation bar via a second 
,o Sg .e joint and being pivotally mounted to said roeKing bar^rnpinp bar including 

least two d amp shoes: 

wherein the first toggle joint comprises a first joint pivotally connected to 

a second joint, and the second toggle joint comprises a first joint pivotal.y connected to a 
second joint; 

further wherein the first and second toggle joints substantially 
simultaneously assume respective dead point positions, when the bar system is moved from a 
firs, unlocK position to a second, locked position, and the first and second toggle joints form 
an angle with respect to one another when in the dead point positions. 

p (Currently Amended) The clamping tool according to claim 11, further 
comprising first and second clamping surfaces formed on the eia^pn^be, cjam^. 
said first and second clamping surfaces being directed substantially perpendicular to one 
another. 

13. (Currently Amended) The clamping tool according to claim 12, &ffh<* 

ooroprifline r---- 1 "^*"^ f,rst sccoad screws enga§ed T ° 

clamping member therein a first clamping surface is formed on said first sere* and said 
second clamping surface is formed on said second screw. 

Claims 14-18 (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A clamping tool comprising: 
a base member; 

a bar system including a plurality of mutually pivotal bars mounted to the base 

member, including: 

an activation bar pivotally mounted to the base member; 

a rocking bar pivotally mounted to the base member and operativeiy 
connected to the activation bar via a first toggle joint, 
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n clamping member operatively connected to the: activation bar via a 
second toggle joint and pivotally mounted to the rocking bar, th, rtampinf member includin g 

at least two c|amp shoes ; 

wherein the first and second toggle joints do not pass their respective dead 
point positions simultaneously when the bar system is moved from a first, unlocked position 

to a second, locked position; 

further wherein the clamping member exerts a first clamping force and a 
second clamping force when the first and second toggle joints assume their respective dead 
point positions and the first clamp.ng force is applied at an angle to the second clamping 
force. 

20. (Previously Presented) The clamping tool of claim 19, wherein the first damping 
forte is substantially transverse to the second clamping ton*. 

21. (Currently Amended) The clamping tool of claim 19, further comprising first and 
second clamping surfaces formed on the Uump.ng mcmbor cJamESh^, said first clamping 
surface being oriented substantially perpendicular to said second damping surface. 

22. (Previously Presented) The clampin B tool of claim 19, wherein the first and 
second toggle joints each comprise two joints that together form an angle having a vertex that 
points away from the clamping member when the bar system is in the initial position. 

23. (Previously Presented) The clamping tool of claim 19, wherein the first and 
second toggle joints each comprise two jo.nts that together form an angle having a vertex that 
points toward the clamping member when the bar system is in the locked position. 

24. (Previously Presented) The clamping tool of claim 23, wherein the angle is 
between about 175° and about 1 SO" when the bar system is in the locked position 

25. (Previously Presented) The clamping tool of claim 19, wherein the bar system 
comprises: 

a first swivel connection for pivotally connecting a first end of the activation bar 
to the base; 
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a second swivel connection for pivoially connecting a first end of the rocking bar 
to the base, the second swivel connection located nearer to the clamping member than the 

first swivel connection; 

a third swivel connection for pivotally connecting a second end of the rocking bar 

to the clamping bar; 

wherein the first toggle joint includes: 

a first joint having a first end pivotally connected to the clamping bar via a 
fourth swivel connection, the fourth swivel connection located farther from the clamp 
member than the third swivel connection, and a second end pivotally connected to the 
activation bar via a fifth swivel connection; and 

a second joint comprising the portion of the activation bar thai extends 
from The fifth swivel connection to the first swivel connection; 
further wherein the second toggle joint includes: 

a first joint having a first end pivotally connected to one of the group 
consisting of the rocking bar and the clamping bar via a sixth swivel connection, and a 
second end pivotally connected to the activation bar via a seventh swivel connection, the 
seventh swivel connection located nearer to the clamp member than the first and fifth swivel 
connections when the bar system is in the locked position; and 

a second joint comprising the portion of the activation bar that extends 
from the seventh swivel connection to the first swivel connection 

26. (Previously Presented) Tie clamping tool of claim 25, wherein the third swivel 
connection and the sixth swivel connection coincide. 

27. (Previously Presented) The clamping tool of claim 25, wherein the sixth swivel 
connection is located on the rocking bar between the second swivel connection and the third 
swivel connection. 

28. (Previously Presented) The clamping tool of claim 19, wherein the first joint of 
the first and second toggle joints has a substantially U-shaped cross-section. 
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